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vidual civil disobedience and that Gujarat will make a start and
exhibit her capacity for sacrifice.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 8-1-1922

70.    TELEGRAM TO ESTHER MENOW

SABARMATI,
January 11, 1922

GOD     BLESS     YOU     BOTH,

GANDHI

From the original in N.A.I.; also My Dear Child,, p. 74

71.   NOTES

Too OPTIMISTIC

G. Rajagopalachari is an accurate student of satyagraha. He
began to follow it when it was first commenced in South Africa.
In my opinion, he knows the science of satyagraha as no one else
perhaps does. And he has tried to live up to it for years. When,
therefore, the opportunity for going to jail came to him, he em-
braced it without a second thought. He felt that although he was^
guiding the movement in Madras in his own unassuming man-
ner, he would serve and guide it better being in prison. The
reader will, therefore, appreciate the optimism underlying the
following from him written immediately on receiving the sentence
of three months' simple imprisonment:

Three months* simple is all too little, but if swaraj is won by you
earlier it makes no difference. I hope when I come back, you will have
finished the swaraj work and got back to your normal occupation of re-
search in dietetics.

Whilst I feel that swaraj has already come in a sense (and
that is an important sense), the extraordinary situation that has
arisen will not permit me quite so soon to revert to my favourite

1 Nee Esther Faering, a Danish missionary whom Gandhiji treated as his
daughter. She came to India in 1916 and later joined Sabarmati Ashram.
This telegram was evidently sent after her marriage with Dr. Menon and
their return from Denmark. The Menons were then helping Miss Petersen
with her school and Ashram at Porto Novo.